FRANCIS     I                                613

regard, and most of all, therefore, to Bianca Capello. Added
to this she was a Venetian For over a hundred years Venice
had been Florence's bitter foe and rival; in almost every war
they had been opposed to each other, every enemy of Florence
found an asylum out of reach of her wrath at Venice; even
in the domain of Art they were rivals; and no Venetian
need expect to be received at Florence with a welcome.
Lastly, Bianca was throughout life strongly hated by Fran-
cis's brother Ferdinand, who succeeded him as Grand Duke,
and all who wished to curry favour with the latter had an
easy means of doing so by inventing stories against her after
her death. These three causes together resulted in the impu-
tation of crimes to Bianca by the Florentines of which her
character was altogether incapable. All Francis's tyrannies
were by those who suffered from them placed on her shoulders,
and the more they hated Francis, the more they attributed the
cause of his acts to the Venetian to whom he was so devoted.
Bianca Capello was the daughter of one of the proudest
and most illustrious of the nobles of Venice, Bartolommeo
Capello, and was brought up in all the splendour and luxury
customary in a noble Venetian family of that age She had
in a pre-eminent degree that quality sometimes seen of an
inherent and unstudied attractiveness, independent of beauty;
while in her case to this was added beauty also. It may be
imagined that the combination made her irresistible.

"Grace and fascination hung round her -movements, and
whether grave or gay, silent or speaking, quiet or in motion,
she was always completely attractive; while without any
particular regularity of features she concentrated within
herself the varied influence of every feminine beauty."2S

No wonder that Titian desired to paint her portrait, especially
as in addition to her other attractions she had hair of that
beautiful auburn-red tint only seen in Venice, and so ad-
mired of all artists. His portrait of her 29 at the age of twenty--
one is one of the most beautiful of Titian's portraits.